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What it is
A team-enhancing workshop in which participants experience the
power of collaboration and cooperation which will dynamically
influence how they interact with each other in the day to day work
environment.
The process encourages participants to embrace creative challenges
while building an appreciation for the collaborative process.

How it works
Spark! is a story building workshop that engages participants in a
process of controlled chaos reliant on a collaborative mindset. The
structure of the workshop is interactive and intentionally disorienting
to challenge participants to be open minded, improvise, and work in
different combinations. The goal is to think outside the box, create
the most interesting narratives possible, and to value the process
as much as the product. In pursuing these goals we aim to cultivate
seamless cooperation.

What it isn’t
This is not a formal training session, it is a project- based exercise
designed to elucidate certain principles through a fun, mind
expanding process.

The benefits
1. Encourages creative problem solving in a group setting
2. Highlights the advantages of working transparently and seamlessly
as a team
3. Helps build a respectful vocabulary of constructive criticism
4. Inspires participants to venture outside of their comfort zones and
explore unique insights about themselves that might otherwise
remain buried
5. Creates a more substantial relationship between participants by
engaging them in the act of storytelling together; strengthening
personal bonds through the creation of a unique story

Your facilitators

Liz Haines:
Between producing and
directing shows for CBC and
TVO, running Story Planet and
teaching at Centennial College,
Liz has always been compelled
to explore the powerful role
that narratives play in our
society. Liz has facilitated
workshops for people of all
ages and loves seeing people’s
creativity ignite; she founded
Story Planet in 2009.

Your artist

Dave Hurlow:
Dave is the author of the short
story collection Hate Letters
from Buddhists. His non-fiction
writing has appeared in NOW,
Scope & The Puritan. He was
a founding member of The
Darcys, performing on bass
and synthesizer in the band
between 2007-2014. Dave has
been working with Story Planet since 2015; he is currently at
work on his first novel.

Pricetag Who we are:
$90 per partcipant
Time Commitment:
3 hours
Participants:
12 plus

Chris Green:
Chris, also known as “mumblethief,” is a cartoonist, educator,
and fictional character. His professional work includes comics,
illustration, animation, zines, and
children’s books for clients such as
Carousel Magazine, the University
of Alaska Fairbanks, Take Action
Films, and the band Black Kids.
He also teaches workshops and
provides art for Toronto organizations Urban Arts and Story
Planet. He is currently serializing
an all-ages graphic novel about
an adventurous group of young
librarians who live aboard a gigantic turtle with a library in its belly
at www.theturtlelibrary.com.

Story Planet is a creative non-profit that empowers young Torontonians
to make and share their stories. Our expert artists, writers, and volunteers
provide young people – particularly those from communities lacking
in resources – with experiences that build strong communication skills
while fostering self-worth and a sense of belonging. Our programs are
inspired by the U.S. based 826 writing centers co-founded by best-selling author David Eggers.

The reviews
This simple and delightful process works like
magic. It can reveal some profound insights
about the quality and vitality of team work,
and a serious generator of the team narrative.
People will not forget this event. It works
as an inward bound adventure and develops confidence and courage for co-creative,
trusting team relationships.
– Tim
Nothing like small groups, a creative challenge, unlimited options, and a time constraint to bring people together! The free
form nature of the workshop allowed everyone to wear a “different hat”, and shine in a
different way.
– Carolyn
The making, telling, and role playing are different opportunities. Each is uniquely driven by creative, social, and ritual importance.
They are yoga for risk, trust, and commitment
- useful for businesses wanting to build cohesive groups with common goals.
– Robin
What has stayed with me is the power of
story...of telling stories...of sharing stories with
other people. Being with a group of people
and creating something together and taking
pride in our collaboration.
– Jain

Sample story
“Mac put some fungi under the microscope. As she
looked through the lens, she felt like she was looking inward, at herself. She could sense something,
an emotion. The more she looked the more she felt.
Were the fungi communicating with her? What were
they saying? She put her ear to the microscope…”

